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Nosta lg la 'Big Clock,” by Li-Young Lee; an excerpt.

- When the big clock at the train station stopped,/ the leaves kept falling,/ the trains kept running,/ my
mother s hair kept growing longer and blacker,/ and my father’ s body kept filling up with time.People went
on crossing borders,/ buying tickets in one time zone and setting foot in another./ Crossing thresholds: sleep to
waking and back,/ waiting room to moving train and back,/ war zone to safe zone and back.Crossing between gain
and loss:/ learning new words for the world and the things in it./ Forgetting old words for the heart and the things

in it./ And collecting words in a different language/ for those three primary colors:/ staying, leaving, and returning.
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